
  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 8, 2022 

Date Intentions Requested by 

5/8//22 Mother’s Day Novena Parishioners 

5/11/22 Mother’s Day  Novena Parishioners 

5/12/22 Mother’s Day Novena Parishioners 

5/15/22 Mother’s Day Novena Parishioners 

Our reading from the 

Book of Revelation pre-

sents the image of God’s 

people before God’s 

throne, wearing robes 

that are washed white in 

the blood of the Lamb. A 

robe, especially when 

worn in God’s presence, is 

meant to express the real 

truth about the person. A white robe indicates purity. The 

washing in the blood of the Lamb (Jesus) suggests that the 

people have met much suffering and, in some manner, 

have participated in the suffering of Jesus.  

These passages were written to a people experiencing 

great tribulations in living their faith. But the author of 

Revelation does not suggest that anyone should seek out 

suffering for its own sake. He does not make suffering 

somehow a necessary entry pass for salvation.  Our suffer-

ings come from many sources, and suffering is a profound 

mystery. The image of washing in blood suggests that God 

is present within our suffering. God accompanies our 

suffering, leads us toward refreshment, and will wipe every 

tear from our eyes.  

  Saint of the Week 
 
St. Damien of Molokai, also 
called Father Damien, Joseph de 

Veuster was born in rural Belgium 
and He was educated at the college of 
Braine-le-Comte. In 1863-64 he went 
as a missionary to the Sandwich 
(Hawaiian) Islands in and 
was ordained a priest in 1864. Moved 
by the miserable condition of 
the lepers whom the Hawaiian government had deported 
to Kalaupapa on the island of Molokai, he volunteered to 
take charge of the settlement. He died of the disease in 
1889 and canonized in 2009. 
 
St. Damien of Molokai, 1840-1889, Patron Saint of Lepers 
and Outcasts 

 Readings for May 8, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5 

Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 

John 10:27-30 

OLMhighlands.com/parish membership 

Stewardship 

Paul and Barnabas encounter both violent rejection and joy-
ful acceptance of the message that they preached. We, too, 
may meet with mixed reactions when we use our gifts in 
service to God. But, the   Gospel  assures us, the reward for 
those who follow faithfully is eternal life.  

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God and  

greater love to our neighbors. 

 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Mass 

Date 

Offertory Online  

Giving (MTD) 

Attendance 

May 1, 2022 $2,553.13 $485.60 114 

Call 828-526-2418 to request a Mass intention.  

https://www.britannica.com/place/Belgium
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/ordained
https://www.britannica.com/science/leprosy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Molokai


   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

Suzette & Michael  Oleksyk, Denise Cook,  Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

 
Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 

Jim Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins, Thelma Petrone, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, 
Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and  Lucille Devane 

Father Barone’s Column 

Why Mary is the Mother of All Christians 
~Fr. Barone 
 

When our Lord was about to expire on the cross on Good Friday, He told His mother “Behold your son.” He 
then told the disciple whom He loved, that, of course, and St. John the Apostle: “Behold your mother.” Why 
would the Lord have John understand Mary to be his mother? John already has a mother; in fact, we read 
about her earlier in the Gospel when she is recorded as beseeching Jesus to give her two sons, James and 
John, the top two positions of government when He throws out the Romans and reestablishes David’s king-
dom in Jerusalem.  
So, why does the Lord give His mother to John? Perhaps it's the same reason why he is giving God the Fa-
ther to us as our Father, too. When a man and woman marry, those who were formerly not considered 
family are now family. The husband’s family becomes the wife’s family. Our Lord establishes the new cove-
nant in the terms of a wedding, namely that He has married His Bride, the Church. So, His family becomes 
our family. His Father is now our Father. His mother is now our mother.  
Our Lady is also the mother of Christians by virtue of her fulfilling the role of Eve. Since the 2nd century, 
Church Fathers have referred to her as the “New Eve” as St. Paul referred to the Lord as the “New Adam.” 
Eve received her name from Adam because “she was the mother of all the living” (Gen 3:20). Mary, as the 
New Eve, is described in John’s Apocalypse as being the mother of all the living in Christ: “So, in his spite 
against the woman, the dragon went elsewhere to make war on the rest of her children, the men who keep 
God’s commandments, and hold fast to the truth concerning Jesus” (Rev 12:17). 
So, when non-Catholics have questions about why we emphasize our relationship with Our Lady, we can 
help them understand that ultimately the focus is entirely about Jesus. Firstly, He gave her to not only John, 
but all disciples whom He loves (that’s us), at the supreme moment of His death. How can we not accept 
that gift? It is also in virtue of our union with Him that we can look at His mother see our own.  

Women’s and Men’s Club Update 

Thank you to Lee Havron and his crew for painting the parking lot lines and beautifying our 
campus with flowers. You are appreciated.        Upcoming events: 

• Mother’s Day Donuts in hall after Mass 

• Registration Fairs (each weekend thru Aug) and Ministry Weekend (May 28-29) 

• 4th of July Celebration—More info to come! 

Join Us!  

Next meeting  

May 18th at 5pm 

All Welcome! 

Fr. Barone’s door is always open to parishioners. If you’d like to  

schedule an appointment, don’t hesitate to call the office.                 
828-526-2418 


